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Disclaimer 
 

Australian Merino Sire Evaluation Association Incorporated (AMSEA) is funded by Australian Wool Innovation Limited 
(AWI) which gratefully acknowledges the funds provided by the Australian Government to support research, 
development and marketing of Australian wool.  AMSEA sponsors, wool grower entry fees and site committee in-kind 
contributions also contribute to AMSEA funding.  The print of this publication is funded by various advertisers and we 
thank them for their support.  This publication should only be used as a general aid and is not a substitute for specific 
advice.  To the extent permitted by laws AWI and AMSEA exclude all liability for loss or damage arising from the use of 
the information in this publication.  © 2016 Australian Wool Innovation Limited and Australian Merino Sire Evaluation 
Association Incorporated.  All rights reserved. 
 
The Australian Merino Sire Evaluation Association has approved the format used in this report.  Australian Flock 
Breeding Values reported here are based on analysis conducted by Sheep Genetics. 
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        Foreword 
 

MerinoLink Limited - Central Test Sire Evaluation 
 

MerinoLink Limited run the sire evaluation site 
located on the South West Slopes following the 
success of the South West Slopes Merino Breeders 
(2003, 2005 and 2008) and Bluechip Livestock 
(2011 x 2 and 2012) sire evaluations and young 
sire programs. 
 
The MerinoLink Sire Evaluation site is an 
accredited Central Test Sire Evaluation (CSTE) site.  
It conforms to the requirement of the Australian 
merino Sire Evaluation Association (AMSEA). 
 
We would like to thank and acknowledge the 
dedication of Dean and Mandy Bourlet for hosting 
the sire evaluation.  Your enthusiasm and 
commitment to Merino breeding is appreciated 
and infectious. 
 
The classing for the first visual assessments was 
conducted by Mr Mick Corkhill, Grassy Creek 
Merino Stud and Ben Patrick, Yarrawonga Merino 
Stud.  We would like to fully acknowledge both 
aƛŎƪΩǎ ŀƴŘ .ŜƴΩǎ professional contribution to the 
visual assessments. 
 
The 17 Merino sires being evaluated includes a 
historical sire, 1989 drop, as part of the AMSEA 
Historical Sire Program (funded by Australian 

Wool Innovation).  The Historical Sire program 
aims to evaluate sires that have been previously 
entered in sire evaluation sites between 15 and 20 
years ago.  The progeny will be fully evaluated 
alongside the current industry sires. 
 
Whilst providing a very interesting comparison 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎƛǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ улΩǎ ŀƴŘ флΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
those of today, the main purpose of the Historical 
Sire Program is to provide further validation and 
confidence in the system of linkage that is used by 
MERINOSELECT to directly compare animals 
across drops.  
 
Results from the Historical Sire program will be 
published by AMSEA at the conclusion of the 
program in addition to individual sire performance 
results for historical sires being published in the 
MerinoLink Sire Evaluation Site Reports and the 
annual Merino Superior Sires.  
 
We trust that everyone has achieved something 
out of this program and we look forward to 
providing leading genetic evaluation tools into the 
future. 

 
Sally Martin, MerinoLink CEO 

 

Site Contacts 

 
For further information on this report please contact: 
Sally Martin, Sally Martin Consulting; 288 Maimuru Road, YOUNG NSW 2594;  
Mobile: 0400 782 477  Email: sallymartin777@gmail.com   
 

Report authors: 
Sally Martin1 and Andrew Swan2 
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2 AGBU, UNE, Armidale, NSW 2351 
 

Date of publication: 4 November 2016  
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Director (Service Provider); MerinoLink CEO 

Richard Keniry 0427 878 541 MerinoLink Board Director (Commercial Breeder) 

Marty Moses 0417 691 308 MerinoLink Board Director (Service Provider) 

Carol Huggins 0429 934 616 MerinoLink Board Director (Ram Breeder) 

Steve Jarvis 0427 853 528 MerinoLink Board Director (Commercial Breeder) 

Robert Mortimer 02-6892 8259 MerinoLink Board Director (Ram Breeder) 

Mal Peake 0408 426 103 MerinoLink Board Director (Ram Breeder) 

Rick Baldwin 0429 833 837 MerinoLink Board Director (Ram Breeder) 

David Davidson 0429 847 345 MerinoLink Board Director (Commercial Breeder) 

mailto:sallymartin777@gmail.com
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2015 Drop, Yearling & Hogget Assessment, MerinoLink Limited Sire Evaluation 

 
The information in this site evaluation report provides a comprehensive assessment of the 2015 drop at 
Yearling and Hogget assessments of the sire's progeny performance, both measured and visually assessed 
traits. The information reported is based on a within flock analysis of the sire progeny being evaluated.   
 
The Yearling Assessment was carried out at 10 months of age with 10 months of wool growth, the Hogget 
!ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀǘ мс ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ с ƳƻƴǘƘǎΩ ǿƻƻƭ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ.  The Adult Assessment is 
planned to be carried out at 22 months of age with 12 ƳƻƴǘƘǎΩ wool growth.  
 

Contents 

 Page 
 
Sire and owner details  ...............................................................................................................................  3 

Management report  ..................................................................................................................................  6 

Assessment and management program  ...................................................................................................  6 

Visual trait assessment and site Breeding Objective  ................................................................................  7 

Results ς Yearling and Hogget Assessments  

Summary Figure 1a: Combined measured and visual trait performance (DPP)..................................  10 

 Figure 1b: Combined measured and visual trait performance (MPP) .................................  10 

 Figure 1c: Combined measured and visual trait performance (FPP) ..................................  10 

 Table 1: LƴŘŜȄ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ƭŀǎǎŜǊΩǎ DǊŀŘŜǎ  .....................................................................  11 

 Figure 2: Fleece Weight and Fibre Diameter  ....................................................................  13 

 Figure 3: /ƭŀǎǎŜǊΩǎ DǊŀŘŜΥ ¢ƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ /ǳƭƭǎ - Hogget  ..........................................................  13 

 Figure 4: Fleece Weight and Body Weight  .......................................................................  13 

 Figure 5: Fleece Weight and Fat Depth  ............................................................................  14 

 Figure 6: Fleece Weight and Eye Muscle Depth  ...............................................................  14 

 Figure 7: Body Weight and Eye Muscle Depth  .................................................................  14 

  

Detail Understanding the results ς Measured trait performance  ...............................................  15 

 Table 2: Major measured trait and Classer's Grade performance  ..................................  16 

 Table 3: Other measured trait breeding values  ..............................................................  17 

 Understanding the results ς Scored trait performance  .....................................................  18 

 Table 4a: Wool quality  ......................................................................................................  19 

 Table 4b: Wool quality & Pigmentation .............................................................................  20 

 Table 4c: Conformation  ....................................................................................................  21 

 Table 4d: Breech  ................................................................................................................  22 

 Other assessment results 

 Table 5: Sire averages for measured traits ......................................................................  23 

 

 Understanding the results ς Information to assist the use of results 

 Index options  .......................................................................................................................  24 

 Accuracy of Flock Breeding Values (FBVs)  ...........................................................................  25 

 Link Sires  ..............................................................................................................................  25 

 Calculation of combined information  ..................................................................................  25 
  



 

MerinoLink Limited 2015 Drop Sire Evaluation ς Yearling & Hogget Report  
Page 3 of 25 

Sire and owner details 

 
Sire and owner details 

Sire 
code 

Breeders flock, Sire 
number Sire ID #, Breed Ϟ 

Contact name, address 
Phone, Fax, Email 

1*  

(Link) 

Billandri Poll, 121391 
600571-2012-121391 
Poll Merino 

Bill and Geoff Sandiland, Billandri, Kendenup WA 6323 
P: (08) 9851 4030  F: (08) 9851 4264  E: csandilands@bordernet.com.au     

2 

Bundilla, 120013 
504081-2012-120013 
Poll Merino 

Rick Baldwin, Bundilla, 706 Tubbul Road, Young NSW 2594 

P: (02) 6383 3802  F: (02) 6383 3837  E: bundillamerinos@bigpond.com  

3^**  
Historic 

Centre Plus Poll 000183 
601250-1989-000183 
Poll Merino 

Robert Mortimer, Devondale, Tullamore NSW 2874 

P: (02) 6892 8259  F: (02) 6892 8292 E: robert@centreplus.com.au 

4 

Centre Plus Poll, 307564 
601250-2013-307564 
Poll Merino 

Robert Mortimer, Devondale, Tullamore NSW 2874 

P: (02) 6892 8259  F: (02) 6892 8292 E: robert@centreplus.com.au  

5**  

Hazeldean, 003542 
500383-2011-003542 
Merino 

Jim Litchfield, Hazeldean, Cooma NSW 2630 

P: (02) 6453 5555  F: (02) 6453 2226 E: litchfield@hazeldean.com.au  

6**  

Kerin Poll, 130980 
601413-2013-130980 
Poll Merino 

Nigel Kerin, Karuga Park, 1142 Bournewood Road, Yeoval  NSW  2868 

P: (02)6846 4070  E: kerinag@bigpond.com  

7**  

Mumblebone, 130389 
500063-2013-130389 
Merino 

Chad Taylor, Marrapana 456 Wuuluman Road, Wellington NSW 2820 

P: (02) 6845m 3620  F: (02) 6845 3608 E: chad@mumblebone.com.au  

8**  

Mumblebone, 130850 
500063-2013-130850 
Merino 

Chad Taylor, Marrapana 456 Wuuluman Road, Wellington NSW 2820 

P: (02) 6845m 3620  F: (02) 6845 3608 E: chad@mumblebone.com.au  

9 

Pastora Poll, 130011 
601090-2013-130011 
Poll Merino 

Tim Westblade, Pastora, Lochart NSW 2656 

M: 0429 205 423 E: trwesty@bigpond.com  

10 

Pastora Poll, 131634 
601090-2013-131634 
Poll Merino 

Tim Westblade, Pastora, Lochart NSW 2656 

M: 0429 205 423 E: trwesty@bigpond.com  

11 

Pooginook Poll, 130083 
601442-2013-130083 
Poll Merino 

John Sutherland, Paraway Pastoral Company, Jerilderie NSW 2716 

P: (02) 6954 6145  F: (02) 6954 6168  E: 
pooginook@parawaypastoral.com 

12 

Rocklyn, 130022 
501039-2013-130022 
Merino 

Ralph Diprose, Elon, Cowra Road, Grenfell NSW 2810 

P: (02)6343 6331  F: (02) 6343 6331 E: rkdiprose@gmail.com  

13**  

Roseville Park, 140019 
504166-2014-14001 
Merino 

Matthew Coddington, Glenwood, 39R Dilladerry Rd, Dubbo NSW 2830 

P: (02) 6887 7286   F: (02) 6887 7103  E: rpmerinos@bigpond.com  

14 

Centre Plus Poll (WA) 337919 
609182-2013-337919 
Poll Merino 

Dave Vanenberghe, PO BOX 11 Scaddan  WA 6447 

P: (08) 9078 6049  M: 0427 786 049  E: riverlandwest@westnet.com.au  

15 

Wattle Dale 130115 
503358-2013-130115 
Merino 

Dave Vanenberghe, PO BOX 11 Scaddan  WA 6447 

P: (08) 9078 6049  M: 0427 786 049  E: riverlandwest@westnet.com.au 

16* 

(Link) 

Willandra Poll, 120026 
601610-2012-120026 
Poll Merino 

Ross Wells, Willandra, 477 North Coree Road, Jerilderie  NSW  2711 

P: (03) 5886 1223  F: (03) 5886 1605  E: rossirene@reachnet.com.au  

17 

Woodpark Poll, 130431 
601151-2013-130431 
Poll Merino 

Stephen and Carol Huggins, Eurolie, HAY NSW 2711 

P: (02) 6993 4616 F: (02) 6993 4122 E: woodparkpoll@bigpond.com  

 

 

mailto:csandilands@bordernet.com.au
mailto:bundillamerinos@bigpond.com
mailto:robert@centreplus.com.au
mailto:robert@centreplus.com.au
mailto:litchfield@hazeldean.com.au
mailto:kerinag@bigpond.com
mailto:chad@mumblebone.com.au
mailto:chad@mumblebone.com.au
mailto:trwesty@bigpond.com
mailto:trwesty@bigpond.com
mailto:pooginook@parawaypastoral.com
mailto:rkdiprose@gmail.com
mailto:rpmerinos@bigpond.com
mailto:riverlandwest@westnet.com.au
mailto:riverlandwest@westnet.com.au
mailto:rossirene@reachnet.com.au
mailto:woodparkpoll@bigpond.com


 

MerinoLink Limited 2015 Drop Sire Evaluation ς Yearling & Hogget Report  
Page 4 of 25 

Graph and Table Key 

 

*   Link sire: Sire evaluated to provide links between years and sites so that the all site results can be combined 
into a single report, e.g., Merino Superior Sires. 

**   Common sires (in addition to Link Sires) between this CTSE site and other sites. 
#    Sire ID provides a unique number for all sheep. A sire ID has 16 digits. 
   - 2 for the breed of the flock, e.g., Merino (50), Poll Merino (60), Dohne (51), SAMM (48), Afrino (AF) 
   - 4 for flock code, AASMB Registered flock code or unregistered code. 
   - 4 for year of drop. 
   - с ŦƻǊ ǘŀƎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŜŘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΦ 
 
Ϟ    Breed of flock in which the sire was born. 
 

^  Historical Sire ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ !a{9!Ωǎ wϧ5 ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǾŀƭƛŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ƭƛƴƪŀƎŜ ƛƴ a9wLbOSELECT that 
has operated over the past 15-20 years. These sires were generally widely used 15-20 years ago and were 
selected for the R&D program based on their high ASBV accuracies.  They demonstrate the progress the 
industry has made over that period.  

 

  

2015 drop ς September 2015 2015 drop ς October 2016 
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Management Report 

 
1. Location  

 
ά²ȅƴǿƻƻŘέΣ олор WǳƎƛƻƴƎ wƻŀŘΣ 
Jugiong is located 30km from Harden 
on the Jugiong/Harden Road or 6km 
from Jugiong.    
 
ά²ȅƴǿƻƻŘέ ƛǎ a commercial farming 
operation operated by Dean and 
Mandy Bourlet. 
 
 
 

 

2. Selection and mating 

¶ 900 medium framed ewes with free growing soft handling wools and low wrinkle score 
were selected and classed to be free from visual and conformation faults. 

¶ The ewes were mated by Artificial Insemination to 17 sires. 

¶ The ewes were randomly allocated to each sire.   

¶ The insemination program was conducted on 12th and 13th February, 2015. 

¶ The insemination program was conducted by Allstock, Dubbo. 

¶ 50 ewes were allocated to each sire entered. 
 

3. Pregnancy and lambing 

¶ Pregnancy scanning took place on 13th May 2015. 

¶ Ewes were managed as one contemporary group until 10 days before lambing. 

¶ Adequate pasture and a supplementary feeding program ensured that nutritional requirements were 
met during all stages of pregnancy. 

¶ Sire groups lambed down in separate paddocks. 

¶ Lambs were tagged (visual and electronic) and weighed within two weeks of lambing and groups 
brought together and boxed into one contemporary group of ewes and lambs. 

 

4. Weaning and seasonal conditions 

¶ The lambs were marked and visually scored on 4th September 2015. 

¶ The lambs were weaned onto improved and native pastures on 23rd October, 2015. 
 

5. Visual Assessments 

¶ The 1st stage visual assessment was carried out by Mick Corkhill and Ben Patrick. 
 

6. Rainfall ς Young (closest weather station) 

 

*Source: BOM - Median 1995-2016. 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Median 

Jan 30.2 7.0 16.0 55.6 92.2 28.1 

Feb 168.6 42.6 35.0 30.6 21.6 56.6 

Mar 162.6 60.6 132.8 5.2 27.8 56.2 

Apr 15.2 12.2 50.0 72.8 21.6 48.6 

May 37.0 28.0 37.6 39.6 111.2 40.6 

Jun 56.6 108.8 67.4 37.0 143.0 44.6 

Jul 62.4 58.2 41.4 84.2 116.6 52.1 

Aug 45.2 36.8 26.0 67.8 57.0 37.1 

Sep 35.8 27.8 26.2 11.0 216.2 28.1 

Oct 14.0 20.0 22.6 7.6 88.4 31.7 

Nov 41.6 26.8 16.2 145.2  27.8 

Dec 43.0 16.0 55.0 35.2  22.1 

Totals 712.2 444.8 526.2 526.2  614.5 



 

MerinoLink Limited 2015 Drop Sire Evaluation ς Yearling & Hogget Report  
Page 6 of 25 

Assessment and management program 

 

Activity Date/s 
Age 

(months) 
Wool 

(months) 

Selection of ewes & allocation of ewes for mating 07.01.2015   

Artificial Insemination  11.02.2015 

12.02.2015 

  

Pregnancy scanning 13.05.2015   

Separated into sire lambing groups 30.07.2015   

Lambing: start ς finish 08 to 15.07.2015   

Lambing mobs boxed to 1 management group 01.08.2015 14-21 days  

Tagging/pigment scores (age in days) 01.08.2015 14-21 days  

Marked and scored for breech traits 04.09.2015 55 days  

Weaning (age in days) 23.10.2015 104 days  

Pre-assessment (even-up) shearing NA   

Crutching  

¶ Post Weaning (PW) 

 
02.02.2015 

 
6.5 

 
6.5 

Fat and eye muscle scanning  

¶ Hogget (H) 

 
18.10.2016 

 
16 

 

Fleece sampling assessment 

¶ Yearling (Y) 

¶ Hogget (A) 

 
26.04.2016 
 

 
10 
 

 
10 
 

Staple length assessment 

¶ Yearling (Y) 

 
26.04.2016 
 

 
10 

 
10 

/ƭŀǎǎŜǊΩǎ DǊŀŘŜ assessment 

¶ Yearling (Y) 

¶ Hogget (A) 

 
26.04.2016 
 

 
10 
 

 
10 
 

Pre shearing scoring assessment 

¶ Yearling (Y) 

¶ Hogget (A) 

 
26.04.2016 
 

 
10 
 

 
10 
 

Assessment shearing   

¶ Yearling (Y) 

¶ Hogget (A) 

 
27.04.2016 
 

 
10 
 

 
10 
 

Post shearing scoring assessment 

¶ Yearling (Y) 

¶ Hogget (A) 

 
28.04.2016 
 

 
10 
 

 
0 
 

Body weigh assessment 

¶ Weaning (W) 

¶ Post Weaning (PW) 

¶ Yearling (Y) 

¶ Hogget (H) 

 
23.10.2015 
21.01.2016 
26.04.2016 
18.10.2016 

 
4 
7 
10 
16 

 

Worm egg count sampling 

¶ Yearling (Y) 

Little challenge to date; still to be 
measured. 

 

 
{ƛǊŜΩǎ tǊƻƎŜƴȅ DǊƻǳǇ 9ǾŜƴƴŜǎǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ 

   

 
Vaccination 

 
Marking, weaning, post shearings 

 
Drench 

 
As required based on worm egg counts 

 
Supplementary feeding: start ς finish 

 

 
Field day or public display of sheep 

 
21.01.2016 (pre 1st stage shearing)  
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Visual Trait Assessment and site Breeding Objective 
 

Visual trait assessment 
1st Stage Assessment (Yearling) 
 
/ƭŀǎǎŜǊΩǎ DǊŀŘŜΥ   Mick Corkhill  
Trait Scores: Mick Corkhill and Ben Patrick 
Breech Scores: Sally Martin 
 

Site Breeding Objective used to assess the ClasserΩs Grades ς 1st Stage Assessment 
The Breeding Objective used to select the ClasserΩs Tops (11%), Flock (40%) and Cull (29%) was based on a 
visual assessment where the animal performed well for growth (meet minimum body weight suitable for 
joining), were structurally sound with good wool quality traits including long soft handling wool and fleece 
weight.    (No reference was made to measured performance at the time of classing and was based on the 
visual presentation of all traits). 
 

Within Site Analysis 
This report provides information within site on the performance of the progeny of the sires being evaluated.  
The ASBVs have not been taken into consideration in the within site analysis, however will be used in the 
across site (MSS) analysis. The information presented is a reflection of one sires performance, not the 
bloodline. 
 

Publication of results in both Merino Superior Sires (MSS) and MerinoSelect will be presented as across flock 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ {ƘŜŜǇ .ǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ±ŀƭǳŜǎ ό!{.±Ωǎύ and will included additional data collected on farm, at other sire 
evaluation sites and the Information Nucleus Flock sites (Resource Flock). 
 

 
Adele Offley, Moses & Son 

 
 

 
Foundation ewes - Sire Allocation (pre AI) 

 


